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FROM PASTOR NORM:              “New Life” 

“But you, beloved, build yourselves up on your most holy faith; prayer in the Holy Spirit; keep your-
selves in the love of God; look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal 
life.” [Jude 1:20-21] 

 

 I must admit that normally I do not write this many newsletter articles as I serve congregations as an 
intentional interim minister. Over the years, I have come to realize that my real value to any congregation is 
being an outsider, because as an outsider people usually are open to what I see that needs attention to help the 
congregation prepare for their next pastor.  

Let’s see how we did: 

St. James Lutheran Church year of 2022 

 New Life Number One:  I sensed that new life was returning to St. James during the mid-week 
Lenten supper and worship. Every Wednesday evening during the season of Lent, members of St. James gath-
ered for a time of food and fellowship with a very informal worship service which I called “Dinner Church.” 
I know that for the most part this event was very new to St. James’ members, plus St. James started an after 
school program. As these Wednesday evenings activities continued a new sense of community and mission 
suddenly became clear and through the work of the Holy Spirit new life returned to St. James Lutheran 
Church. 

 New Life Number Two: On Sunday September 11, 2022, St. James Lutheran Church participated 
in the ELCA service day called “God’s Work. Our Hands.” Some 50 plus members of St. James rolled up 
their sleeves and did service projects in the community of Allison. Some wash windows, some painted the 
shelter in the city park, some cut and pulled weeds at the fairgrounds or at Wilder Park, some took down a tree 
at the parsonage and some prepared our noon-time lunch. Again, through the work of the Holy Spirit, a new 
sense of mission was revealed at St. James giving birth to new life.  

 New Life Number Three: When the school bells rang again this fall, St. James Lutheran returned to 
providing an after-school program called “Live On Love.” This event along with a Wednesday evening com-
munity meal showed the need in the city of Allison for a place to gather and experience a sense of community. 
Activities like LOL and the community meal take time and commitment to see God’s vision for a new life in 
the members at St. James Lutheran Church.     

The year of 2022 was a very good year for the community of faith here at St. James Lutheran Church; 
so, all we can say to this new life is that “God is good all the time; all the time God is good.” 

In Christian Love, 

Pastor Norm 

December has been a busy month for St. James and there are so many people who make things happen, partic-
ularly this month.   To all the worship leaders and participants including all of our talented musicians - thank 
you for the beautiful music you share.   To the people who lead our youth either in Sunday School, LOL, Lu-
ther League or other ways - thank you for your time and service to the future of St. James.   To Syd and Char-
lie - who are there everyday to take care of our building and to coordinate all activities and participants in each 
aspect of St. James mission, thank you!   The Kid Zone space is coming along nicely and thank you to all who 
have had a part in making this mission happen.   St. James is blessed beyond measure with people who care 
and come together in so many ways to share God's love for all.  Blessed New Year to all and remember to 
mark your calendars for the Annual Meeting on Sunday January 15 following worship.   

Deb McWhirter, Council President 
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Currently St. James is holding public wor-

ship worship via YouTube, and Dumont Ca-

ble channel 1004.  If you need assistance ac-

cessing worship virtually, please call the 

church office. Worship with Holy Commun-

ion will occur the first and fourth Sundays 

of the month. During public worship, com-

munion will be distributed at the commun-

ion rail with the option of taking commun-

ion in the pew if a member so desires. Thank 

you for joining us in creative means as we 

continue to worship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It takes many people to keep this congregation run-

ning smoothly and efficiently. Thank you to the many 

members who have given of their gifts. It makes our 

worship services special and inviting to attend. Your 

service shows in our communities as a witness to mis-

sion and it is appreciated. 

Each and Everyone of the members in St. James has a 

commitment to keep the ministry of this congregation 

on-going.  

We have heard numerous times during this interim 

that no one is more or less than another-all are im-

portant to the kingdom.  

Each has been gifted and St. James has appreciated all 

the ways in which each member responds to a need.  

So as the months slip into a more common pattern, 

may each of you find and share some excitement in 

St. James and its surrounding communities. 

Thank you for the gift of patience and discernment as 

we wait… 

 

 

 

The St James church office would appreciate 

announcements for the bulletin by Weds. 

morning for the weeks printing. Articles for 

the months newsletter are due by the 20th of 

the month. The church office is open M-TH 

8:00 AM-12-noon. 

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

421 N. main St. | P.O. Box 25 | Allison IA 50602 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – ELCA 

Rev. Norm Bauer, Intentional Interim Pastor 

Cell-563-379-1041  nlbauer@hotmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: W & SA. 9:00-Noon 

Church Office  319-267-2274 | Parish Secretary: Syd Brinkman 

 Office Hours: M-TH 8:00-Noon 

 Email-office@stjamesallison.com   

Website-www.stjamesallison.com 

St. James Dumont Cable channel-1004 

mailto:nlbauer@hotmail.com
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THOSE NEEDING PRAYER 

Rev. Paul and Eileen Schaedig, Audrey Freesemann, 

Matthew Anderson, Austin Greenough and Lyle & 

Norma Scroggin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The packages are opened and enjoyed. Christmas is 
over.  I hope it was a blessed Christmas for everyone.  
Epiphany will soon be here and then before we know 
it Easter.  The time we see the reason God gave us his 
gift at Christmas.  Now the gift is giving his own life 
for our salvation, a life in heaven forever.   
 
On Thursday, January 5th we will have our monthly 
Bible study at 9:30 a.m. in the kitchen of the parish 
hall.  We use the Gather magazine for our Bible study.  
All are invited to attend.  We have great discussions 
as we study God’s word.  If you do not get the Gather, 
Syd can furnish you with a copy of the lesson,. Of 
course there is always coffee and a snack. Bonnie 
Dralle is the host for Bible study and snacks. 
 
LWR quilting resumes on Tuesday, Jan. 17 and 

Wednesday, Jan. 18. Sewing, tying and cutting begins 
at 9:00 am and stops for potluck lunch at noon.  Fin-
ishing projects continues after lunch and we are fin-
ished ready to go home by 2:00 pm.  Help with non-
sewing jobs are needed so don’t be shy in coming.  
Just being with others is uplifting and enjoyable.  If 
you know someone who would like to join this mis-
sion work please bring them along. 
  
The list of members unable to be out and about con-
tinues to grow.  Help is needed to visit these members.  
The women visit each member who is homebound, 
once every two months.  Those who presently visit 
find this a rewarding experience and are so glad they 
did the visit.  Please give this prayerful consideration 
for 2023.  
 
W-ELCA 2023 Yearbooks are available and are on 
the table under the bulletin board in lavender color.  
Dates of Bible study and other things we do are in the 
book.   
 
THANK YOU TO EACH ONE FOR YOUR SUP-
PORT IN 2022. 
God’s blessings in the New Year.  Pres. Bonnie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALLISON CARE CENTER WORSHIP 

Worship with Holy Communion at the Allison Care 

Center is held on the 2nd Thursday of each month @ 

9:15 A.M. Thanks to all who lead this service. 

 

 

 

 

ST. JAMES WILL HOLD IT’S ANNUAL CONGRE-

GATIONAL MEETING JAN. 15TH IMMEDIATE-

LY FOLLOWING WORSHIP. Reports are due by 

the 8th of January.  

St. James Visiting Committee for 
January & February 2023 

Linda Thoreson, Robin Morton, 
Kathleen Fisher, and Syd 

Brinkman  

Illness is an ongoing concern at Care 
Centers and Asst. Living facilities. 
Please call first to know what the 
policy is. Call those homebound 

members to see what their preference 
is. You may wish to call or send a 

note to them.  
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THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL SUNDAY, JANUARY 1. CLASSES WILL RESUME JAN. 8th. 

CONFIRMATION  CLASSES RESUME JANUARY 11th AT 6:30 PM.  

 

 

 

Income           Monthly            YTD 

                   $19,177.94        149.276.03 

Expenses  $12,904.94         130,650.96                                                                                            

 

DON’T FORGET TO  RE-JOIN YOUR FRIENDS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS FOR FOOD AND FELLOW-

SHIP SERVING BEGINNING Jan. 11 5:15-6:30 PM 

 

            

                                                                         LIVE ON LOV 

The community after school program will resume 

Wednesday, January 11, hosted by St. James. The after-

noon will run from 3:30-5:00 while school is in session. NO 

SCHOOL-NO PROGRAM! Offered are adult supervision, 

different activity centers and snacks. ALL are welcome. 

Contact Nancy Davies (563.422.8255) or Daleth Pothast 

(319.415.9683) for additional information. 

If you can help as a mentor or provide snacks, there is a sign up sheet on the foyer table or chat with Da-

leth or Nancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

          Acolyte Schedule for January                                                      

Wander to the basement 

January 8-Nadelyn Stanbrough & Conner Wubbena               Find the former basement kitchen space 

January 15-Cora Barnett & Wade Wangsness                                       You are now about to enter... 

January 22-Walker Buss & Isaac Endelman                                                  “ the kids zone “ 

January 29-Wrigley Endelman & Savannah Hummel                            Details to follow Sunday, Jan. 8 

Please contact a fellow student to switch if you have a conflict!  
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St. James Council Meeting Minutes – 
December 14, 2022  

  
Meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President 
Deb McWhirter. Present:  Deb McWhirter, Pastor 
Bauer, Jill Ford, Dana Uhlenhopp, Jason Shaull, Bon-
nie Dralle, Mystie Hummel, Denny Wiegmann, Ted 
Koester, Scott Bruns, and Mindy Pecha-Financial Ad-
ministrator. Meeting opened with a prayer from Pastor 
Bauer.  

The agenda was reviewed. The 2023 proposed budget 
was added to new business. Motion to approve as 
amended by Scott, seconded by Denny. Motion car-
ried. 

REPORTS:  

Pastor’s report:  Pastor gave a health update and an 
update on participation in confirmation. 

Treasurer’s report from Mindy: $19,177.94 monthly 
income and total expenses of $12,904.94. After dis-
cussion re: increase in some bills, Denny moved to 
approve the report, seconded by Scott. Motion carried. 

Secretary’s report: November minutes reviewed. Mo-
tion to approve minutes from Denny, seconded by Ja-
son. Motion carried. 

Standing Committee Reports: 

Education: Christmas program went very well. Sun-
day School will be on break until January 8, 2023. 
Council would like to thank all of the Sunday School 
teachers, helpers, and kids for the hard work in putting 
on the program. Everyone did a great job! 

Evangelism:  Currently working/planning meals for 
Food and Fellowship Wednesdays.  

Property: No meeting was held. Kitchen cabinets have 
arrived for the parsonage. 

Stewardship & Finance:  Meeting was held December 
5, 2022, to prepare the 2023 budget. Proposed budget 
was discussed. Motion to approve proposed budget 
from Bonnie, seconded by Denny. Motion carried. 
Congregation will vote on 2023 budget at the annual 
meeting in January.  

Worship & Music: Special music Sunday planned for 
December 18. 

Youth ministry: Nancy Davies and Dale and Daleth 

Pothast have been working hard and doing a fantastic 
job with the LOL program and working on the new 
Kids Zone.  

Old Business: 

Call committee: No new information. Ted updated 
the website profile. 

Basement kitchen/kids’ space project: A bid for 
new flooring received from Dralle’s in the 
amount of $5,655.38. New floor will go over 
old flooring--no asbestos removal necessary. 
There have been some donations specified to 
be used for the Kids’ Zone. Additional dona-
tions would be needed and appreciated to fin-
ish the projects. The congregation is welcome 
to check out the work done so far and decide if 
they are interested in donating to this project. 
Motion to approve flooring bid from Dana, 
seconded by Bonnie. Motion carried. 

New Business: 

Annual meeting to be held January 15, 2023. 
Budget has been approved by the council. In-
coming council members: Leslie Groen, Jim 
Davies, Duane Folkers and Aimee Duell. 2023 
Budget and new council members to be ap-
proved at annual meeting. Thank you to out-
going council members Bonnie Dralle, Ted 
Koester, Denny Wiegmann, and DJ Palmer for 
serving their three-year terms. 

Discussions w/St. Peters, Greene:  Deb was con-
tacted by St. Peters’ church council president 
Erin Mulder. St. Peters asked whether St. 
James would consider a team ministry with 
them/sharing a pastor to serve both congrega-
tions. Pastor Bauer indicated he could do a tri-
al run during Lent of doing the 9:00 service in 
Allison followed by a 10:30 service in Greene 
to determine the feasibility of such an arrange-
ment. St. Peters would pay pulpit fill rates to 
Pastor Bauer for those Sundays.  

Scott made a motion to discontinue paying month-
ly fees for Zoom as it is no longer needed. Mo-
tion was seconded by Denny. Carried. 

Motion to adjourn by Dana, seconded by Denny. 
Meeting adjourned. The next meeting will be held 
January 18, 2023.   

 

 
 
 
 
 


