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FROM PASTOR NORM:              “3 Gifts for Christmas” 
 

 “When they [ meaning the wisemen] saw that the star had stopped, they were over-
whelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” [Matthew 2:10-11] 

 After almost two years of being isolated in our homes because of the Covid 19 pandemic, we are ready 
to gather with family and friend again during the upcoming Christmas season. During these two years, we have 
become very good at communicating with each other by emails, texting, instant messaging, streaming, zoom 
meeting and by talking on the telephone. To hear the voices of those we love has been a bittersweet experi-
ence, but there is nothing quite like actually being with someone. 

 During the month of December, St. James Lutheran Church members will get to enjoy “three gifts for 
Christmas” as a way of helping you return to our  new normal. 

 Gift Number One:  On Sunday December 11, the Christian Education staff will present this year’s 
Sunday School children’s Christmas program during the St. James regular Sunday worship. The program titled 
“God’s Gift For Us”  will allow the children to tell the Christmas story as only little children can with excite-
ment and surprise. 

 Gift Number Two: On Sunday December 18, St. James will be having a Sunday of special music by 
many of its gifted members. St. James head organist Robin Morton is planning a celebratory musical presenta-
tion to help us enjoy more fully the birth of the Messiah. 

 Gift Number Three: On Christmas Eve, St. James will continue its tradition of having the Christmas 
story told and acted out by the Luther League youth. This celebration will include the traditional music that we 
associate with Christmas Eve, plus we will celebrate Holy Communion as part of this gift to all.       

So, I encourage you to enjoy these “Three Gifts for Christmas” as we once again gather together 
with the whole Christian church and pay “homage” “to the King. Also, this year, Christmas Day falls on a 
Sunday so St. James will be having worship with Holy Communion on this very holy day as well so come and 
hear why God used shepherds to be first witnesses of Christ’s birth. 

In Christian Love, 

Pastor Norm 

Advent Blessings to all.   

We are quickly moving in to the Advent season with lots of activities and services so it's a good time to keep 
your calendar or electronics close to keep track of practices, programs and services.   But first we need to 
thank so many people again.   For all the people who have coordinated Food & Fellowship and all the volun-
teers, people who have donated, those who have received food - thank you for participating.   It's a great time 
to come together and we will have a sign-up sheet for the new year Wednesday F & F very soon.   To the peo-
ple who coordinate LOL & helpers, volunteers who provide things for the program, thank you too!   It is a 
wonderful outreach program.   And we are looking forward to the "Kid Zone" space in the former basement 
kitchen of the church.   A big thank you to everyone who has helped move things, repurpose space, everything 
to get the space ready for a new use - thank you!   The project is still developing but it's exciting to see it come 
together.  To the hearty people who raked and hauled leaves at the parsonage on November 12, thank 
you!   And I know there are the every week volunteers for Sunday School, worship, musicians, so many others 
who make things happen at our church - thank you too!   It's so fun to see the Spirit working at St. James and 
we are grateful for all your help and support!    Deb McWhirter, Council President 
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IMPORTANT Luther league dates to remember: 

Dec 11 @ 10:00 - Shopping for our Christmas Cheer Family: 
Meet at the Church at 10:00, shop, eat at The O.P. for lunch 
afterwards, (please bring your own money to pay for lunch), 
and wrap gifts at the church when we get back. 

Dec 14 @ 6:00 - Luther League Meeting with St. Peters.  We 
will be having a soup supper with sandwich, cinnamon rolls, 
and a drink.  Activity is to make Gingerbread churches.  They 
will be displayed in the entry way of the church - please vote 
for your favorite design! 

Dec 23rd @ 11:00 AM Christmas Eve Practice with Pastor 
Norm.  Pizza will be provided for lunch.  Attendance is RE-
QUIRED so we all know our roles and are prepared for Christ      

             mas Eve Service. 

Luther League Happenings in November & Decemeber: 

We met with the St. Peter's Luther League at their church in Greene on November 9th and enjoyed Walking 
Tacos and fellowship.  We decided on Montana as our location and the 3rd week of July for the mission trip 
this year, and the leaders are working on lodging and service activities for that trip.  The Thanksgiving Day 
Dinner boxes were a success, and we were able to provide 15 families with meals for Thanksgiving!  Thanks 
to all that donated or helped with this local mission project.  Please see the St. James Facebook page for pic-
tures of the kids packing boxes on November 20th. 

We will be using some of our funds from last year's Christmas Eve service to again adopt a family in need 
through our Christmas Cheer Mission Project, which provides gifts to a family in need.  The kids really do en-
joy shopping for the children and picking out snacks for them to have over the Christmas Break.  Thanks to 
everyone as well for supporting this with the Christmas Eve Service offering.  The Luther League students will 
be passing the offering plate around Christmas Eve night and all loose offering will be put towards this Christ-
mas Cheer mission project and some towards the mission trip scholarships for the trip to Montana next year. 

Also, we wanted to share that the North Butler FCS Class (home ec class), which several of our Luther League 
members are students in, appreciated the donation of round plates from the church basement clean-
out.   They were used to serve a meal that they prepared for over 40  veterans after the Veterans Day pro-
gram on November 11th.  If plates could talk, I think they would have shared how wonderful it felt to shine 
and feel useful again for such a special day and event after being stored in a cabinet for so many years:) 

As always if you have any questions about or suggestions for Luther League, please reach out to Billie Buss or 
Leslie Groen, Luther League Leaders.  Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year with your friends and 
loved ones! 

 

 

 

ST. JAMES WILL HOLD IT’S ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING JAN. 15TH IMMEDIATELY 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
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Currently St. James is holding public wor-

ship worship via YouTube, and Dumont Ca-

ble channel 1004.  If you need assistance ac-

cessing worship virtually, please call the 

church office. Worship with Holy Commun-

ion will occur the first and fourth Sundays 

of the month. During public worship, com-

munion will be distributed at the commun-

ion rail with the option of taking commun-

ion in the pew if a member so desires. Thank 

you for joining us in creative means as we 

continue to worship! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It takes many people to keep this congregation run-

ning smoothly and efficiently. Thank you to the many 

members who have given of their gifts. It makes our 

worship services special and inviting to attend. Your 

service shows in our communities as a witness to mis-

sion and it is appreciated. 

The Christmas tree assembler, the fluffers and the 

decorators give us all a sense of Advent. 

Pr. Cal Fick who took on an extended ministry at the 

Care Center and is now retired. There are no words to 

fully express the impact of his monthly gift to the peo-

ple. 

The Christian Education staff who have led the chil-

dren in biblical lessons and the upcoming Advent pro-

gram; The Luther League sponsors who packaged 

meals and guide the Candlelight Worship. 

The LOL volunteers who now deserve a rest from 
their labors. There are some cool kids looking forward 
to the “Kid’s Zone”. 

Do you know how many times in November and De-

cember the Altar Guild ladies prepare for worship? 

It’s a lot! Thank you! 

Thank you for the gift of patience and discernment as 

we wait… 

 

The St James church office would appreciate 

announcements for the bulletin by Weds. 

morning for the weeks printing. Articles for 

the months newsletter are due by the 20th of 

the month. The church office is open M-TH 

8:00 AM-12-noon. 

ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 

421 N. main St. | P.O. Box 25 | Allison IA 50602 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – ELCA 

Rev. Norm Bauer, Intentional Interim Pastor 

Cell-563-379-1041  nlbauer@hotmail.com 

Pastor’s Office Hours: W & SA. 9:00-Noon 

Church Office  319-267-2274 | Parish Secretary: Syd Brinkman 

 Office Hours: M-TH 8:00-Noon 

 Email-office@stjamesallison.com   

Website-www.stjamesallison.com 

St. James Dumont Cable channel-1004 

mailto:nlbauer@hotmail.com
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THOSE NEEDING PRAYER 

Rev. Paul and Eileen Schaedig, Audrey Freesemann, 

BJ Foster, Matthew Anderson and Austin Greenough. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 An early blessed Advent and Christmas to everyone. 
 
 When you get this news article from W-ELCA 
we will be having our December meeting at Elm 
Springs and the Care Center.  Each year we hold our 
December meeting there and do an Advent Worship 
service for the people.  They do not have an oppor-
tunity to attend an Advent Service at their home 
church and this allows them to worship as their own 
congregation.  It also allows us to worship with them 
and bring them the good news of Christ’s birth.  Our 
Advent Service begins with the lighting of the Advent 
candles, the Advent story told with a skit and read-
ings.  Then we sing many Christmas hymns, listen to 
special music from our W-ELCA ladies and then 
Christmas cookies and beverage for all to enjoy.   A 
huge thank-you to the ladies who took time out from 
their busy day to bring the message of Christ to oth-

ers.  I think everyone enjoys the morning. 
 Many exciting things continue to go on with 
our women and the various ways we do all our mis-
sion work.  With your help we sent approximately 
$2,000 to support groups and scholarships for our 
high school graduates.  Over 100 quilts, 16 school kits 
and 10 personnel health kits were sent to Lutheran 
Relief.  We appreciate all the support you give to 
make these mission projects happen.   
 The women of St. James visit members home-
bound or in a facility.  If you have someone who 
needs a visit please call Bonnie Dralle, 319-493-4404.  
We visit once every 2 months. 
 May you all have a wonderful Christmas with 
your family and friends.  Bonnie Dralle  
 

 

 

 

October                               

Income                             Year to date 

$14,947.23                        $130,098.09   

                Expense 

               $ 11,107.63                       $117,746.02     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO  JOIN YOUR FRIENDS 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS FOR FOOD AND FEL-

LOWSHIP SERVING Dec. 7 & 14 and  AGAIN 

BEGINNING Jan. 11 5:15-6:30 PM 

 

ALLISON CARE CENTER WORSHIP 

Worship with Holy Communion at the Allison Care 

Center is held on the 2nd Thursday of each month @ 

9:15 A.M. Thanks to all who lead this service. 

St. James Visiting Committee for 
November & December 2022 

Bonnie Dralle  Nancy Davies  Ann 
Chinander  Deb McWhirter  Rob-

erta Wiegmann 

Illness is an ongoing concern at Care 
Centers and Asst. Living facilities. 
Please call first to know what the 
policy is. Call those homebound 

members to see what their prefer-
ence is. You may wish to call or send 

a note to them.  
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LIVE ON LOVE 

The community after school program is taking a 

short break but will resume Wednesday, January 

11, hosted by St. James. The afternoon will run 

from 3:30-5:00 while school is in session. NO 

SCHOOL-NO PROGRAM! Offered are adult su-

pervision, different activity centers and snacks. 

ALL are welcome. Contact Nancy Davies 

(563.422.8255) or Daleth Pothast (319.415.9683) for 

additional information. 

If you can help as a mentor or provide snacks, 

there is a sign up sheet on the foyer table or chat 

with Daleth or Nancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Acolyte Schedule for December 

December 4-Cora Barnett & Wade Wangsness 

December 11-Savannah Hummel & Jarrett Shear 

December 18-Tanner Lursen & Gavin Schrage 

January 8-Nadelyn Stanbrough & Conner Wubbena 

Please contact a fellow student to switch if you have a 
conflict!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas will be here before we know it.  The chil-
dren at Bremwood will have their Christmas party on 
December 13.  The annual Bremwood Tree is on the 
table under the bulletin board in the lower nar-
thex.  Gift tags have been place on it for $10 gift cer-
tificates to Walmart, Dollar Tree and McDon-
alds.  Gift cards should be wrapped individually and 
tag taped to the gift.  Your generous help in the past is 
appreciated and it helps these children have a nice 
Christmas.  ALL gift cards must be returned by SUN-
DAY, DECEMBER 11.  Gifts can be left at the 
church office. Cash can also be given if that is easier 
for you. and Bonnie will make the purchase.  Thank 
you for your help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As we dwell in the Advent season we gather together 
Dec. 11th  for the Sunday School Christmas program 
during the 9:00 AM worship service and the Christ-
mas Eve Candlelight Worship Service with Holy 
Communion Dec. 24th at 6:30 PM. There will be  
worship service on Christmas Day at 9:00 AM.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL PROGRAM PRACTICE 
SCHEDULE Wednesday, Dec. 7 5:30-6:30 PM & 
Saturday, Dec. 10 9:00-11:00 A.M.  
 
THERE WILL BE NO SUNDAY SCHOOL SUN-
DAY, DECEMBER 18th, 25th and Jan.1. CLASSES 
WILL RESUME JAN. 8th. THERE WILL BE NO 
CONFIRMATION CLASS DURING ADVENT BUT 
CLASSES RESUME JANUARY 11th AT 6:30 PM.  
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St. James Council Meeting Minutes – 
November 9, 2022  

  
Meeting was called to order by President Deb 
McWhirter at 6:30 p.m. Present: Deb McWhirter, Pas-
tor Bauer, Denny Wiegmann, Bonnie Dralle, Mystie 
Hummel, Jeremy Idler, Ted Koester, Jill Ford, and 
Mindy Pecha—Financial Administrator. Devotions 
were given by Denny.  
 The agenda was reviewed. Motion by Bonnie to ap-
prove agenda, seconded by Denny. Motion carried.  
  
REPORTS:   
Pastor’s report: Pastor Bauer went over his account-
able allowance report. Pastor suggested paying the 
cantors for Sunday services and noted their value and 
importance especially for the online broadcasting. 
Motion to approve the report and the accountable al-
lowance expenses was made by Denny, seconded by 
Jeremy. Motion carried.   
Treasurer’s report: Income of $14,947.23 for Octo-
ber and expenses of $11,107.63. YTD balances: In-
come of $130,098.09, expenses of $117,746.02. The 
church’s CD is maturing soon. Council approved roll-
ing CD into new one with higher interest and longer 
term. Motion to approve report by Denny, seconded 
by Bonnie. Motion carried.  
Secretary’s report: Minutes of October meeting 
were reviewed. Motion from Denny to accept 
minutes, seconded by Ted. Motion carried. 
 
Standing Committee Reports:  
  
Education: Sunday school kids are practicing and 
excited for the new Christmas program to be held on 
December 11.  
Evangelism: Committee is finalizing plans for the 
James Aissen concert November 27 at 2:00 p.m. with 
a light lunch following. Continuing to work on 
Wednesday Food and Fellowship meals. Ideas are be-
ing explored for new ideas for the noisy offering 
funds.   
Property: Work continues for the kids’ space in the 
former kitchen in the basement. New cabinets for the 
parsonage kitchen are expected to be delivered the 
first week of December.   
Stewardship and Finance: Beginning in 2023, the 
church Treasurer should be a current council member. 

The Financial Administrator continues to perform the 
financial duties.  
Worship & Music: Bonnie checked into the digital 
organ playing capabilities. Someone would be still 
required to monitor the organ during services to play 
what’s programmed.   
 
Old Business:   

No updates from call committee. A meeting will 
be held November 19th.  
Home communions are going well. Additional 

volunteers for this service are always wel-
come. 

Kids Zone project in the basement is going well. If 
completed, a dedication may be scheduled on 
January 8 including a breakfast.   

  
New Business:  
Services scheduled through end of 2022. No Advent 
services will be held this year.  
Raking at the parsonage will take place November 19 
at 8:30 a.m.  
Bid for snow removal was received from Steve Van 
Ellen at the rate of $90 each time. Motion to accept by 
Denny, seconded by Ted. Carried.  
Christmas in July funds have been delivered.   
  
Motion to adjourn by Denny, seconded by Bonnie. 
Meeting adjourned. The next meeting will be held De-
cember 14, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you in advance to those who are participating 
in Lighting the Advent Wreath. Advent 1 Bonnie 
Dralle & Roberta Wiegmann will read the Litany and 
light the candle of Hope. Advent 2 Beryl & Shirley 
Wubbena will light the candles of Hope and Peace 
and read the Litany. Advent 3 Paula Anderson & Ann 
Chinander are lighting the candles of Hope, Peace & 
Love  and reading the Litany. Advent 4 Jim & Nancy 
Davies light the candles Hope, Peace Love & Joy and 
read the Litany. The Christ candle is lit during the 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Program, Dec. 24th. The 
light of Christ shines in the darkness  
 

 

 


